COURSE OUTLINE
Title:
Observing & Recording Children’s Behavior 
Course Number:
ECE-136   


Credits:
1


Date:
June 2008
Institution:
Clackamas Community College

Outline Developed by:
Patricia J. McIlveen 

Type of Program:
Occupational Preparatory
Course Description:   This course is designed to assist early childhood care and education practitioners observe children constantly.  They will practice making objective, factual observations on children, which will then be used for assessment and planning purposes.
Course Objectives: This course is intended to:

· Introduce the students to various types of observation techniques (anecdotal records, running records, event sampling). 

· Prepare the students to effectively observe children, with emphasis on the environment, materials used, routines, etc. 

Student Learning Outcomes: The participants should be able to:


· Record observations of children using more than one technique (running records, anecdotes, etc.) and reflect on their observations. 

· Plan curriculum which is designed to promote a smooth running classroom (e.g. inclusion of developmentally appropriate activities, inclusion of rituals to accompany routines, schedules, etc.)

· Model and support children’s development by helping them become self-managers (in a pro social environment). 
Length of Course:
10 lecture hours
Prerequisite:

None

Grading Method:
Letter Grade (A-F)

Required Text:
Daniels, Beaumont and Doolin (2008). Understanding Children: An Interview & Observation Guide for Educators. McGraw Hill Publishers: NYC
Academic Honesty:  As a community of scholars, we depend on the research and scholarship of others to inform and support our ideas. All institutions of higher learning, including Clackamas Community College, require students and teachers to give credit to any source, written, verbal or electronic, from which ideas or research are borrowed. To fail to do so constitutes plagiarism and can result in the failure of the class.

TOPIC OUTLINE:
· Introduction to Understanding Children
· Sensitivity to Children

· Role of Observer/Interviewer

· Ethical Responsibilities/Children’s Rights

· Observation Techniques

· Interpreting & Understanding Observations & Interviews

· Physical Development

· Cognitive Development

· Socio-Emotional Development (including Motivation in Classroom)

· Integrating Observation & Interviews

· Child Profiles

